
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 
July 2015 
 
 
 
Dear Lincoln Parents and Students, 
 
Welcome Back!  I am so proud to be the newly assigned Principal of Lincoln K-8 School 
and look forward to meeting all of you as we open our doors for the 2015-2016 school 
year.   I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for the warm welcome 
you’ve extended to me as I settle into this new position.   
 
As we are all aware, Lincoln has a long-standing tradition of maintaining the “Pride of 
the Northside.”  Our mission “All students at Lincoln K-8 will learn academic, social, and 
emotional skills that will prepare them for college or a career” remains the cornerstone 
that will allow us to sustain high standards of achievement long into the future for all of 
our Lincoln students.  I am also proud to announce that our outstanding teachers and 
staff are very eager to provide these opportunities for your children this coming school 
year. 
 
Our students will be doing a lot this year to uphold pride with achieving academic 
excellence.  We begin by setting our school-wide goal for Accelerated Reading (AR)!  
Our goal this year will be for our students to reach over 10,000 AR points (20,000+ 
books and 55,000,000+ words).  It may seem like a lofty goal, but I know our students 
are capable of achieving this target and more!  Lincoln’s wonderful Librarian, Wendy 
Kaiser, and I have already been planning some exciting incentives and events focused 
on making this goal a reality for our children.  Remember, at Lincoln… “READERS ARE 
LEADERS!” 
 
When you come to Lincoln this year, you will see many familiar and new faces.  I hope 
this serves as an opportunity for you to rekindle and start anew the lasting, meaningful, 
and collaborative relationships necessary to promote greatness in our children.  I am 
certain that it will take no time at all for us to come together and create the best school 
year EVER! 
 
Our campus is clean and ready to welcome your children for a great year of learning.  
Beginning Monday, August 17th, students will attend from 7:30-2:30 PM (full day).  
Breakfast and lunch will also begin this first day of school. 
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New Student Registration 
Thursday, August 6th  12:00 - 4:00 PM 

Friday, August 7th  8:00 - 12:00 PM 
  

Returning Student Registration 
Beginning August 1st, students who have not had a change of address and returning to 
Lincoln may login to Skyward Family Access to complete the enrollment procedures for 
the new school year.  At your convenience during this scheduled two-week window, you 
will be able to complete the student enrollment form, emergency contacts, photo 
release, school network agreement, free/reduced lunch form, and textbook application.  
If your family does not have computer access, Peoria Public Schools has teamed up 
with the Peoria Public Library to offer computer access for families, along with many 
other services.  The online enrollment process for the 2015-16 school year will be open 
from August 1st until the first day of school. When logging into Family Access (starting 
August 1st - August 17th), simply click on the “Start Enrollment Verification for the 2015-
2016 School Year” link located in the middle of your screen.  
 
Note:  Students starting at a new school (either because of a change of address or 
graduating out of his/her previous school) will still need to visit the new school to enroll 
and present proof of address paperwork.  Please login to Family Access throughout the 
summer to keep your phone number and email up-to-date for further announcements 
about this process.   
 

School Hours 
School begins at 7:30 AM and dismisses at 2:30 PM.  We ask that students not arrive to 
school before 7:15 AM.  Students who arrive before this time will be 
unsupervised.  Students who are not in class at 7:30 AM or who leave before 2:30 PM 
are considered tardy.  At Lincoln, we value instructional time.  We appreciate your 
support with having students in class on time and ready to learn. 
 

Attendance 
It is important that students have regular attendance at school.  If your child is sick and 
must be absent from school, please send a note with your child upon their return.  If a 
note is not received, your child will be marked as unexcused.  If your child has an 
appointment, please send a note when your child returns to school.  We appreciate your 
support in helping us keep our records accurate and in accordance with State of Illinois 
compulsory attendance requirements. 
 

School and Home Communication 
For our students to receive the best educational opportunities possible, our staff and 
families need to work as a team. A positive relationship between home and school is 
critical to children’s attitudes and achievement.  Good communication is an absolute 
necessity.  Please take time to read the teacher’s newsletters and notes carefully.  In 
addition, please let our secretaries know if you have a new phone number or address so 
that we can update your contact information and make phone calls and emails to you 
when necessary. We look forward to continuing to establish positive and productive 
relationships with all of our students and families to ensure a great school year.  Please 
feel free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns throughout the year. 



Important Dates and Information 
ü Backpack Peoria:  On July 25th at Dream Center (Downtown Peoria) from 9:00 

AM to 2:00 PM 
ü NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION:  Thursday, August 6th from 12:00 PM to 4:00 

PM and Friday, August 7th from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  This registration is for 
new neighborhood Lincoln boundary students and new boundary waiver students 
only. 

ü Back to School Night:  Lincoln’s Teachers and Staff invite students and parents 
to a get to know our school, classrooms, and teachers.  Please join us from 5:00 
to 6:00 PM on Wednesday, September 2, 2015 to meet your child’s teacher and 
set the year off to a great start. 

ü First Day of School – Monday, August 17, 2014 (7:30 AM. – 2:30 PM) full day. 
ü Homeroom:  Homeroom assignments will be posted on the doors on the 

weekend prior to the start of school. 
 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns throughout the 
year.  Enjoy the remainder of your summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Doug Atkins, 
Principal 


